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NINTH INTERIM REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS IN
THE IRON AGE HiLL-FORT AND ROMANO-BRITISH
IRON-WORKING SETTLEMENT AT
GARDEN HILL, HARTFIELD, EAST SUSSEX

1. INTRODUCTION

owing to rising printing costs it is not possible this year to publish the usual interim
report with an account of the historical sequence at Garden Hill, illustrated by photographs
and line drawings. )

The 3980 Season achieved significant results in elucidating the plan of hitherto unex-
plored areas of the settlement, but, apart from dates provided by recent archaeomagnetic tests
(see below), the chronology already outlined remains substantially unaltered. :

This report describes only the 1980 discoveries and should, therefore, be read in con-
junction with the Eighth Interim Report, coples of which are still available and will be
sent, if requested.

2. SUMMARY OF DISCOVERIES IN 1980

During the ninth season, lasting for four weeks in August, a workforce of between 25 and
40 a day, under a supervisor and site assistants, supported by a finds/conservation assistant
and two planners, carried out the excavation programme, made detailed plans of the features
and processed the portable finds. Most of the workforce lived in camp, where they were
accommodated and fed free of charge. Reference is made to the gridded plan (Fig. 1) through-
out the following account of the discoveries.

a) EAST END
G9, 10; H9, 10

. Re-examination of the late Iron Age round-house (D) showed that it had been built on an
artificially levelled surface. TIts outer wall consisted of many small posts. There was an
inner circle of fewer but larger posts, some of which were identified. No trace of an entrance
was found. After its abandonment in the Romano-British period, parts of the NW half of the
building were disturbed by shallow quarries similar to those which had destroyed part of the
other round-house (G). These quarries, which may have been dug to obtain clay, were later
infilled with a mixture of sandy soil, clay and fragments of sandstone and ironstone. New
structures erected on the levelled area included a line of posts roughly across the middle of
the abandoned house.

I2, 3, 43 J2, 3, 4, 5

At Easter 1980 the site-hut was moved from J2/J3 to a new position at the west end of the
hill~fort, and in August the area formerly beneath it was excavated.

A number of post-holes of different periods were found on the rampart. Most of them were
without stone-packing, but a few which were packed with stone are shown on the plan, and these
may belong to Period V.

There were two small infilled pits in J3, and in J4 the filling of an early pit
(possibly a small rampart quarry) was sealed by a floor and bearth, around which were the
posts and timber-slot of a light structure. A few of the posts may be part of a fence running
from I6 to K3.

Fxcavation of the smelting furnace in J5 was completed, and samples taken by Dr. A. J.
Clark for archaeomagnetic tests in the Ancient Monuments Laboratory gave consistent results,
although they were a long way off any relevant parts of the archaeomagneétic graph. Dr. Clark
concluded that the furnace, which rested on natural clay, had tilted after the last firing,
and that this had upset the archaeomagnetic calculations. He considers that the evidence
points tec an Iron Age rather than Romano-British date, because the magnetic declination is in
an Iron Age direction, but excessively so. The furnace may thus be contemporary with the
nearby forging hearth, which has an archaeomagnétic date in the latter half of the first
century BC. This would imply that both these processes of iron-working were undertaken at
Garden Hill during the late Iron Age.

In J4, the northern end of the large rampart quarry was defined, and the completed exca-
vation of a rubhish pit in K4 (first discovered in 1975) produced pottery and more tiles from
the demclished kath-house.

K1, 2

The section through the defences was finished, and traces of a weathered bern were found
between the rampart and ditch. The up~hill side of the ditch, which contained many fallen
revetting stones, was clear-cut; the downward side, however, was very slight and almost
indistinguishable from the jumble of hill-wash and natural rock.

L4, 5, 6, 7 - 05, 6, 7

The remaining sides of the extensive Period V enclosure, already partly identified, were
established and a careful examination made of their construction. On most of the north, south
and weet sides, narrow slots, presumably to hold the footings of fences, were sunk into the
natural clay, and on the west side the slots were accompanied at intexrvals by additional major
pcstg. The eastern side of the enclosure was lower down the hill and was set irnto the filling
of shaliow rampart gquarries; here supporting stones were packed and wedged against the foot-
ings. The east end of the south side of the enclosure, which lay over the filling of an
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“etailed plan Af east end of Garden Hill
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earlier pit, consisted of five closely positiohed posts (07i, and there may have keen a small
internal structure at this point. FEntrances were visible on the north, east and west sides,
and there may also have been an entrance in the disturbed area on the south side.

In the west corner of L6 the pits and packings of four substantial post-holes (discovered
in 1974) were excavated., Two of these posts belonged to the west side of the Period V enclo-
sure. The other two (larger) posts were part of another fence on a slightly different align-
ment. This excavation showed that one of the post-pits of the enclosure cut into a post-pit
belonging to the fence, which must, therefore, be earlier. Furthermore, pieces of rotary
quern, made of volcanic rock, imported from Mayen (Central Germany) probably in the first/
seconﬂ century AD, were found in the packing of the earlier post-pit which is, therefore,
contemporary with, or later than, the quern.

Excavation of the filling of the broad pit in L5 was completed, and a small hearth was
found ir N7, Finally, at the end of the season an infilled well was identified in N5/N€. Its
filling was removed to a depth of six feet without finding the bottom, and work on it will
continue in 1981. .

lLarge quantities of pottery and the usual portable finds were recovered from the depusits
and Romano-British rubbish-dumps behind the rampart; and pieces of sandstone mortars were
found in the post-pits.

08, 9, 10

More of the filling of the rampart quarry was removed. Discoveries included quantities
of Romano-British pottery and the post-holes of a fence running from Oll to 08, and possibly
joining up with the corner of the Period V enclosure already described.

b) WEST END

In July, Dr. Clark kindly undertook a magnetometer survey of a broad area behind the
western defences and detected anomalies, which he interpreted varicusly as furnaces, hearths,
pits, occupation areas and pieces of iron. These will be investigated in 1981 and 1982,

burirg the latter half of August a trial area 4.0 by 19.5m was opened immediately
behind the defences, without reference to the magnetometer survey. The most interesting dis-
covery was a dense scatter of flints, which included a fine leaf-shaped arrowhead, scrapers
and waste flakes overlying an irregular platform of pieces of sandstone. Investigation of this
area will be completed at the beginning of the 1981 season.

H
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The Group is grateful to our Vice~President, Mr. A. R. Morriss (who purchased Garden Hill
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set aside towards eventual publication costs and £300 appropriated for 1981 expenses - leaving
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Wickenden.
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Bonsall (flints), Dr. H. Chapman, FSA (querns and mortars), Dr. A. J. Clark, I'SA and the
staff of the Ancilent Monumentes Laboratory (archaeomagnetic dating), Mr. R. Clough {iron-
working technology), Mr. D, F. Cutler (charcoal identifications), Dr. M. G. Fulford, FSA,
and Mr. R. Pollard (pottery), Dr. D. B. Harden, cBE, FSA (glass), and Dr. E. R. Shephard-
Thorn (geclogy).
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In order to complete the project at Garden Hill the following areas and features will

be excavated in 1981 and 1982.
Earlier occupation known to exist under the second-century AD villa.

Last end
Well, discovered and partly excavated in 1980.
he multiple defences (the main task of 1981).

1.
2.
West end
3. Completion of area behind the defences, started in 1980.
4. 3 metre-wide section through t
5-15, Features detected by the 1980 magnetometer survey and interepreted as
follows by Dr. Clark:
5. House (hearth and two pits) 11. Furnace
6. Iron 12. Occupation area
7. Pit 13, Iron
8. Iron 14, Occupation area
9. Pit 15. Camp fire
10. Furnace
General plan of Iron Age hill-fort on Garden Hill, and features to be explored
in 1981 and 1982,

rig. 2



